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Protest against the exploitation of imprisoned offenders

Honor abl e Menbers of Congress,

inthe United States of America |arge corporations such as
M crosoft, |IBM and Boeing | ong ago di scovered an exceptiona
opportunity to nmaximze their profits by shifting their
production into prisons thus achieving m nimal production
costs. Prisoners receive only a small wage, sonetines none.
Addi tional costs such as health care or special workplace
protection are dispensed with. Instead, these conpanies
enjoy additional tax benefits for enploying prisoners.
Usual | y these funds have nothing to do with the neani ngfu
reintegration of prisoners into the |abor narket after their
rel ease. On the contrary, this exploitation of |abor behind
prison walls reduces the wages of the total workforce and
destroys ordinary jobs en masse.

This ruthless exploitation of prisoners is nothing nore than
a nodern formof slavery as prisoners are robbed of their
basic rights and their dignity. Inprisonnent is identica
with all- enconpassing control and repressions. For exanpl e,
i nmat es have no accredited rights such as to organi ze to get
adequate pay or to strike for better working conditions.
There is no right to strike. If inprisoned of fenders refuse
to work they are inposed with prison penalties.

At the same tine, the prisons and the inmates have been
turned into a source of gains and profits through the
privatization of prisons thenselves. Prison conpanies |ike
the Corrections Corporation of America (CCA) in the United
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States receive public funds for each prisoner held. CCA maximzes its
profits not only by massive overcrowding, which in turn has already led to
deat hs. Further scandal s have arisen through docunented cases of neglectfu
supervi sion by guards, who actively refrained fromintervening in violent

cl ashes anong prisoners. These are clear signs that public control has been
usur ped by privatization.

CCA | obbying efforts remai n absolutely scandal ous. In order to achieve
stricter |aws and higher penalties the conpany spent nore than 2,7 mllion
US dollars in the tinme span between 2006 and 2008 al one. These suns were in
no way related to the rehabilitation of the offenders nor were they intended
for security or protection of society but were solely targeted as investnent
for profitable returns. Last year CCA turned over 1,7 billion US dollars. At
the sane tine the United States ranks by far as nunmber one in the ratio of
prisoners per capita.

Prison inmates are the nost marginalized group of the population. Far from
the eyes of the general public, their life and work conditions usually
remain invisible -- unless a scandal erupts so large it can no | onger be
kept secret. A society ought to be judged by whether and how wel |l human
rights are guaranteed to its marginalized nenbers.

The ethecon - Foundation Ethics & Econonics protests against the

expl oitation of prisoners whether by prison corporations or corporations
that produce inside prisons. W call for the protection of prisoners rights!

Best regards,

Board of Directors and Curates of
et hecon - Foundation Ethics & Econom cs



